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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-7 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Marsico et al (Marsico), U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2004/0170174. 

Regarding claim 1, Marsico discloses a method comprising: maintaining a 
subscriber database including indicia of multiple communication units of a subscriber; 
determining an active unit of the multiple communication units; designating the active 
unit in the subscriber database; and providing service to the active unit (0024, 0026 and 
0032). 

Regarding claim 2, Marsico discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the step of 
determining an active unit is lo accomplished upon service provisioning of one of the 
multiple communication units (0032). 

Regarding claim 3, Marsico discloses the method of claim 1 , wherein the step of 
determining an active unit is accomplished responsive to a subscriber selection of an 
active unit (0032). 
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Regarding claim 4, Marsico discloses the method of claim 3, wherein the step of 
determining an active unit is periodically re-accomplished responsive to one or more 
subscriber requests to change active units (0024). 

Regarding claim 5, Marsico discloses the method of claim 4, comprising: 
receiving a subscriber request to change designation of the active unit of the multiple 
communication units from a present active unit to a new active unit; designating the new 
active unit in the subscriber database; and providing service to the new active unit 
under the shared service plan (0024 and 0032). 

Regarding claim 6, Marsico discloses the method of claim 1, wherein the 
subscriber database includes indicia of multiple communication units of a subscriber 
sharing a directory number, the step of determining an active unit comprises selecting, 
from among the multiple communication units, a single unit designated as the active unit 
(0021). 

Regarding claim 7, Marsico discloses the method of claim 6, wherein the step of 
providing service to the active unit comprises receiving a call request to the directory 
number; consulting the database to determine the active unit of the multiple 
communication units; and routing the call to the active unit (0022, 0039). 

Regarding claim 9, Marsico receiving a call request directed to the directory 
number; consulting a database to determine a multiple device feature status associated 
with the directory number; if the multiple device feature is enabled, consulting the 
database to determine an active unit from among the two or more units sharing the 
directory number; and routing the call to the active unit (0022). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Marsico. 
Regarding claim 8, Marsico discloses the method of claim 7 as described above 

and further discloses obtaining billing information for calls made from/to the devices and 
inherently recording the billing information in a database linked to a user/device as 
evidenced by the fact that a bill is generated (0022). 

Although various databases (130/134, etc.) are disclosed, Marsico, however, fails 
to disclose recording the billing information in the subscriber database. 

The examiner contends, however, that the actual database in which billing 
information is stored is a design choice. Therefore, at the time of invention, it would 
have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to modify Marsico with the 
subscriber database recording the billing information, as such implementation would 
require only routine skill in the art. 
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5. Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Marsico 
in view of Cai, U.S. Patent Pub. No. 2005/0027624. 

Regarding claim 10, Marsico discloses maintaining a subscriber database 
including indicia of multiple wireless units of the subscriber sharing the wireless service 
plan (0022). 

Marsico, however, fails to disclose monitoring subscriber activity among the 
multiple wireless units relative to the one or more service thresholds, the subscriber 
activity defining a collective amount of service provided to the multiple wireless units 
within a billing period associated with the wireless service plan; and billing the 
subscriber activity according to the wireless service plan. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Cai discloses a supplementary prepaid account for 
postpaid service subscribers. 

Cai further discloses monitoring subscriber activity among a wireless unit relative 
to one or more service thresholds, the subscriber activity defining a collective amount of 
service provided to the multiple wireless units within a billing period associated with the 
wireless service plan; and billing the subscriber activity according to the wireless service 
plan (0004, 0006, 0007). 

At the time of invention, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill 
in the art to modify Marsico with the teachings of Cai for the purpose of keeping a more 
accurate of subscriber charges. 
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Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Julin, U.S. Patent No. 6,212,372, discloses a method in a mobile telephone 
system in which a SIM is allocated at least two identities which are selectively activated 
by the user. 

Gallant, U.S. Patent No. 6,259,782, discloses one-number communications 
system and service integrating wireline/wireless telephone communications systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Temica M. Beamer whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7797. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday (alternate 
Fridays) 7:00am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph Feild can be reached on (571) 272-4090. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
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you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Temica M. Beamer 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2681 
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